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Attorney Docket: 48789-006

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the matter of Trademark Application No. 86/563273 for the mark SEMPER SILKIES

Published in the Official Gazette August 25, 2015

___________________________________

M.J. Soffe, LLC )

)

Opposer, )

)

v. ) Opposition No. 91225613

)

)

AAF Nation, LLC )

)

Applicant. )

__________________________________ )

ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Applicant AAF Nation, LLC (“Applicant”), by its undersigned counsel, hereby files its

Answer and Affirmative Defenses to the Notice of Opposition as follows:

ANSWER

1. Applicant admits the allegations set forth in Paragraph 1 of the Notice of Opposition.

2. Applicant admits the allegations set forth in Paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition.

3. Applicant admits the allegations set forth in Paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition.

4. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 4.

5. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 5.

6. Applicant admits the allegations set forth in Paragraph 6 of the Notice of Opposition.

7. Applicant is without information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the

allegations contained in Paragraph 7, and, therefore, all such allegations are denied.
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8. Applicant is without information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the

allegations contained in Paragraph 8, and, therefore, all such allegations are denied.

9. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 9.

10. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 10.

11. Applicant is without information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the

allegations contained in Paragraph 11, and, therefore, all such allegations are denied.

12. Applicant is without information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the

allegations contained in Paragraph 12, and, therefore, all such allegations are denied.

13. Applicant is without information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the

allegations contained in Paragraph 13, and, therefore, all such allegations are denied.

14. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 14.

15. Applicant denies the allegations in Paragraph 15.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

1. The Notice of Opposition should be dismissed for failure to state a claim upon which

relief can be granted.

2. Applicant has priority of use and therefore Opposer’s Opposition should be dismissed.

3. Opposer’s Opposition is barred by principles of equity and fairness, including estoppel

and/or laches.

4. This Opposition is still in its preliminary stages, and Applicant reserves all further

Affirmative Defenses that are or may become available.

WHEREFORE, the Notice of Opposition in this matter should be denied and Applicant’s

application should proceed through prosecution to registration.
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Respectfully submitted,

Dated: March 11, 2016

By: /Andrew D. Skale/_________________

Andrew D. Skale

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,

Glovsky, and Popeo, P.C.

3580 Carmel Mountain Road, Ste 300

San Diego, CA. 92130

Tel: 858-314-1506

Fax: 858-314-1501

E-mail: adskale@mintz.com

Attorneys for Applicant

AAF Nation, LLC
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE

DEFENSES TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION was served by U.S. mail, first class, postage

prepaid, on this 11
th

day of March, 2016 on the following:

J. Parks Workman

Dority & Manning, P.A.

Post Office Box 1449

Greenville, SC 29602-1449

Attorneys for Opposer

M.J. Soffe, LLC

______/Shelly Gause/______

Shelly Gause


